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indomitable islanders. The only question was, how
much, or rather how little. With this question European
diplomacy dallied for a year, until Turkey's brutal
stupidity came, as it had often done before, to defeat
the exertions of her advocates, and, by one of those grim
jokes which the gods love, to subserve the cause of
justice. While the Great Powers were deliberating,
the Turks planned a massacre, and were ill-advised
enough not to confine themselves to the slaughter of
Greeks, but attacked the British garrison in Candia.
That, of course, was more than England could put up
with; and the Sultan's troops were forthwith cleared
out of the island bag and baggage (Nov. 14, 1898).

The  international  forces  remained to  see  that  the
Sultan's suzerainty suffered no damage.   But Crete was
endowed   with  an   autonomous   constitution,   and  the
Greek Prince George was appointed High Commissioner.
He landed  on the 2ist of December amid enthusiastic
demonstrations of joy, the islanders seeing in his appoint-
ment  an   earnest  of ultimate  national rehabilitation:
it was easier to uproot the island from the Mediterranean
than to tear from its heart the longing for union with the
mother   country.    Europe   had   already   grasped   this
fact;  but the mills of diplomacy grind exceeding slowly.
Ten years more had to elapse before the international
occupation was withdrawn,;, and even then the Cretans
were denied the consummation of their desires.    Young
Turkey had just regained, temporarily, in Europe some
of the esteem Old Turkey had forfeited ; and the Powers
which sanctioned the complete emancipation of Bulgaria
(1908) would not hear of the complete emancipation
of Crete.    For four years the island held a position unique
in the annals of the world:   the position of a country
a political status,   It formed no longer part of